
Week 1 Highlights 
 
Week 1 of Russian teachers’ stay in Indiana began on March 30 when the participants 
arrived in Indianapolis. It only took them one day to get accommodated and familiarize 
themselves with the plan of their stay, their apartments, Purdue campus, and venues of 
their professional development seminars. The main purpose of Week 1 was to teach the 
program participants basic skills and knowledge that they can implement during their stay 
in Indiana. That is why most of the seminars this week were on educational technology, 
foundations of American education, and comparisons of American and Russian systems 
of education.  
 

                
 
Russian participants also started their internships this week. The first school they visited 
was Wea Ridge Elementary on Wednesday, April 2nd. The school administration and 
teachers were enthusiastic about the visit of Russian teachers who met with their 
colleagues, observed several classes, met with practically all students of grades 2- 4, and 
had a very informative meeting with the principal, Mr. Tim Schirack.  
 

              
 
Another important meeting was held on campus where on Friday, April 4th  Russian 
teachers met with the Interim Dean of Education Dr. Kevin Kelly. Dean Kelly told the 
guests about the College of Education, preparation of teachers at Purdue, and 
international relations of the college.  
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
Several important cultural events were also organized this week. Russian teachers visited 
the place of the first settlement in this area, Fort Quiatenon . They also attended the 
concert of Helsingborg symphonic orchestra, saw the play “Marat/Sade” at Purdue 
Theater, and attended the musical performance of Mona Golabeck, the author of  “The 
Children of Willesden Lane.”  


