
ACTR Olympiada of Spoken Russian 
Level 1 / Первый уровень 

 

Instructions for Level One 

 
Часть 1: Устная речь / Oral Communication  

 
Students will prepare a short speech about themselves prior to the Olympiada. They may 
choose to use the questions from the Olympiada materials as guidance. After their speech, 
judges may ask follow-up questions.  

 

Часть 2: Страноведение / Area Studies  

 

From a set of cards representing each of the seven topics in Part 2, students pick three cards 
face down. From these three cards, students choose one card. Using the template for that topic 
and the unlabeled picture cards, students place the appropriate pictures into the corresponding 
boxes for the selected theme. Students identify the picture and add required information 
depending on the topic. For example, for the topic “Russian Literature”, students select any 
three pictures of writers. As they place them in the corresponding boxes on the template, they 
identify the author and the work of that author. If a student selects the topic, “Map of Russia”, 
the student chooses one geographical feature from each of the four categories listed in the 
materials and shows where it is located on the unlabeled map. They may say what they know 
about that geographical feature. Judges may ask questions. 
  

Часть 3: Чтение: стихотворения и рассказы / Reading: Stories and Poems  

 

Стихотворения: Students recite from memory a poem included in the Olympiada packet. Here 
we have provided some links to professional or amateur recordings for each of the poems. 
There are additional recordings that can be found on YouTube. Hearing native speakers recite 
the poems might serve as a helpful resource for you and your students. 
 
Рассказы: Students prepare in advance the stories and questions that are given in the 
Olympiada packet. At the competition, students select a story from the three choices that are 
presented face down. The students read the story out loud for the judge (Reading out loud is 
not scored). Students have the option to answer the questions about the story or retell the 
story in their own words. 
 


